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THE WILDLIFE 

(PROTECTION) ACT, 1972 



Salient provisions re: wildlife clearances 

 





INTERPRETATION OF THESE FUNCTIONS 
<The resources like air, sea, waters and the forests have such a great importance to the people as a whole, that 
it would be totally unjustified to make them a subject of  private ownership. The State, as a custodian of  the 

natural resources, has a duty to maintain them not merely for the benefit of  the public, but for the best interest 

of  flora and fauna, wildlife and so on. The doctrine of  <public trust= has to be addressed in that perspective.= 

Centre for Environmental Law, World Wide Fund-India v. Union of  India, (2013) 8 SCC 234 

 

<Ecocentrism is nature centered where humans are part of  nature and non-humans has intrinsic value. In 

other words, human interest does not take automatic precedence and humans have obligations to non-

human independently of  human interest.= 

T.N Godavarman Thirumulpad Versus Union of  India, (2012) 3 SCC 277 

 



<47. We reiterate that while examining the necessity of  a second home for the Asiatic lions, our approach 

should be eco-centric and not anthropocentric and we must apply the <species best interest standard=, that is 

the best interest of  the Asiatic lions. We must focus our attention to safeguard the interest of  species, as species 

has equal rights to exist on this earth. Asiatic lion has become critically endangered because of  human 

intervention.= 

Centre for Environmental Law, World Wide Fund-India v. Union of  India, (2013) 8 SCC 234 

<Fundamental to the outcome of  this case is a quest for environmental governance within a rule of  law 
paradigm. Environmental governance is founded on the need to promote environmental sustainability as a 

crucial enabling factor which ensures the health of  our eco system.= 

 

Hanuman Laxman Aroskar v. Union of  India, (2019) 15 SCC 401 
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DE-RESERVATION IS NOT PERMISSIBLE 

• The Supreme Court ordered on 13.11.2000 that <… pending further orders, no dereservation of  

Forests/Sanctuaries/National Parks shall be effected.= 

• Alteration permitted by the National Board for Wildlife does not include de-reservation 

• Supreme Court refused to hear petition- sent it to the High Court- which for the Andaman and 

Nicobar Island is the Calcutta High Court 

• Galathea is one of  MANY WLS or NPs in the recent years that have 8disappeared9 





L. SRINIVAS BABU V. UOI (SC) 
• National Highway NH-212 connecting Kollegal in Karnataka with Kozhikode in Kerala via 

Mysore goes through the core area of  the Bandipur Tiger Reserve. 24.5 Kms. of  this NH-212 

goes through the core area, out of  which 19.7 Kms. goes through the State of  Karnataka and 

4.8 Kms goes through the State of  Kerala. Night time traffic was banned because of  high 

incidence of  road kills  - Kerala wants it removed and Karnataka wants to keep it 

 



ECO SENSITIVE ZONES 

Sale 







SALIENT FEATURES 
 

Decided on a case-to-case basis 

Issued under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 therefore, issues can be brought up 
before the National Green Tribunal 

Certain activities are completely prohibited within eco-sensitive zones around a NP or 
WLS – mining, setting up of  saw-mills, setting up of  any industries causing pollution – 
usually ESZ9s made in ways to accommodate these interests – can be challenged in court 

Provides a buffer around protected areas from human activities  



ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES PROTECTING 

ELEPHANT CORRIDORS (BINAY KUMAR DALEI V. 

STATE OF ODISHA & ORS. (SC)) 
 

• Eco-Sensitive Zone of  the Kuldiha Wildlife Sanctuary included the corridor linking Kuldiha 

wildlife Sanctuary of  Balasore district and Hadgarh Wildlife Sanctuary of  Keonjhar district. 

• Case filed to stop stone mining- NGT agreed and directed State of  Odisha to notify 11 elephant 

corridors as ESZs for their protection 

• Appeal filed to the Supreme Court 

• Diluted- said mining permitted once a wildlife management plan is implemented- State still 

permitted to disallow mining under the plan  



PROTECTING THE 

KAZIRANGA- NO 

DEVELOPMENT ZONE 






